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The Obama Administration's selection of PG&E's PowerPathway as a partner in a new job training 
program, Skills for America's Future, and the first-ever White House Community College Summit are 
highlighted this month.  
  
Best,  
Van Ton-Quinlivan and the PG&E PowerPathway Team 
Learn more about PG&E's PowerPathway program, a nationally recognized best practice model for workforce development.  

  

White House Selects PG&E to Partner 
on Skills for America's Future  
  
"We want to put community colleges and 
employers together to create programs that match 
curricula in the classroom with the needs of the 
boardroom ... the goal is to ensure there are 
strong partnerships between growing industries 
and community college or training programs in 
every state in the country." -- President Barack 
Obama 
 
On October 4, the President announced Skills for 
America's Future, a new national initiative that will 
work to dramatically improve industry partnerships 
with community colleges and build a nationwide 
network to maximize workforce development 
strategies, job training programs, and job 
placement. View a short clip of the President and 
Penny Pritzker, PERAB member, announcing the 
workforce initiative. 
 
PG&E, through its PowerPathway program, was 
named one of the five initial companies with which 
the Administration will partner as part of the 
industry-led initiative. The other four companies 
involved are Gap Inc., McDonald's, United 
Technologies and Accenture. (View entire 
webcast: PERAB: Skills for America's Future.) 
 
"We were authentic and early in our desire to 
partner with community colleges to build career 
pathways and address workforce needs," said 
Van Ton-Quinlivan, director of workforce 
development at PG&E. 
 
The company's pledge to Skills for America's 
Future is to expand PowerPathway over the next 
three years to cultivate career pathways that 
strengthen community access to and employee 
progression into new energy jobs in four areas: 
clean tech vehicles, energy efficiency and 
renewables, engineering and smart grid, and 
skilled crafts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Barack Obama announces Skills for America's 
Future at a meeting of the President's Economic Advisory 
Board (PERAB) in the State Dining Room of the White House, 
October 4, 2010. Official White House photo by Samantha 
Appleton. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
White House Summit on Community 
Colleges 
  
Skills for America's Future was also featured on 
October 5 at the first-ever White House Summit 
on Community Colleges. 
 
The Summit highlighted the critical role that 
community colleges play in developing America's 
workforce and in reaching the country's 
educational goals. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Jill Biden and Melinda Gates (Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation) speak at the White House Community College 
Summit. 
 
Keynote speakers included President Obama, 
Vice President Biden, Dr. Jill Biden, Secretary of 
Labor Hilda Solis, Secretary of Education Arne 
Duncan, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Michael Mullen, and Melinda Gates of the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation. 
 
Van Ton-Quinlivan, director of HR-workforce 
development at PG&E, participated in the 
discussion between community colleges and 
industry. 
 
For more information: 
White House Community College Summit: 
Opening Session (webcast) 
White House Community College Summit: Closing 
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Skills for America's Future, which will be housed 
at the Aspen Institute, is a product of the 
President's Economic Recovery Advisory Board's 
(PERAB) Subcommittee on Education and 
Training. In January, PERAB invited seven 
industries to inform the  Administration on how 
they partner with the public higher education 
system and the workforce investment system. At 
the conclusion of those meetings, it was clear that 
private sector employers are eager to work on a 
national plan that would make American workers 
more competitive and meet employers' needs for 
skilled workers. In response, the PERAB 
recommended the establishment of Skills for 
America's Future to harness this interest and 
energy. 
 
For more information: 
PERAB: Skills for America's Future (webcast) 
"White House Plans Job Training Partnership." 
New York Times, October 2, 2010. (Web) 

Session (webcast) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Van Ton-Quinlivan (PG&E) and Vice President Joe Biden at a 
White House reception following the Community College 
Summit. 

Leaders Present Action Plan for Skills 
and Jobs  
  
PG&E and more than thirty leaders from business, 
education and philanthropy joined Business 
Champions Inc. in submitting an action plan to the 
White House Summit on Community Colleges. 
 
The plan, How to Create High-Impact 
Partnerships for Jobs and Economic Vitality in the 
U.S., outlines concrete steps employers, 
corporate philanthropy and community college 
trustees can take to build partnerships to help 
prepare Americans for high-value jobs, expand 
opportunities for degrees, and support 
entrepreneurs.   

Notable Quotables  
  
President Obama gave a shout out to PG&E for 
its involvement in Skills for America's Future at 
the 2010 Fortune Most Powerful Women Summit, 
an October 5 gathering of over 500 women 
business leaders at the Mellon Auditorium in 
Washington, D.C. 
 
And from our local community: 
"I really feel good about PG&E's laudable efforts 
in creating an innovative  model for community 
college student opportunities. I can see how this 
program can be a great benefit to students 
seeking employment. It can be a great boost to 
our economy." 
-- Felix Galaviz, CEO, Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce Alameda County 
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