
 

 

 

 

 

Fact Sheet, April 2011  

Department of 

Toxic Substances 


Control
 

The Mission of 

the Department 

of Toxic Substances 

Control is to 

provide the 

highest level of 

safety, and to 

protect public 

health and the 

environment 

from toxic harm. 

State of California 

California 
Environmental 

Protection Agency 

PG&E Sacramento Site 
Draft Remedial Action Plan 
Available for Public Review 

The California Department of  Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) is announcing 
availability of  the draft Remedial Action Plan (RAP) for the PG&E Sacramento Site 
(Site) located at 2000 Front Street, Sacramento, California 95818. The Site was the 
location of  a manufactured gas plant (MGP) from 1873 until 1956 that produced gas 
from raw coal and petroleum. The draft RAP describes the cleanup options evaluated 
by DTSC to address contaminants detected in soil and groundwater beneath the Site. 

The draft RAP proposes an enhancement to the current groundwater remedy to reduce 
and control the source of  contamination in the groundwater and soil more rapidly. 
You are invited to review the draft RAP and provide comments on the proposed 
remedy. The public comment period will run from April 29 to May 31, 2011 (details are 
provided below). 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD AND PUBLIC MEETING 

DTSC encourages you to review and provide comments on the draft RAP. 
The public comment period for the draft RAP will begin on April 29, and 

will continue through May 31, 2011. 

Please mail or email written comments by May 31, 2011 to: 

Sam Martinez 
DTSC Project Manager 
8800 Cal Center Drive 

Sacramento, California 95826 
SMartin2@dtsc.ca.gov 

DTSC will hold a public meeting to present the draft RAP and 
accept public comments on Wednesday, May 18, 2011 from 6:30 

p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the California Auto Museum (formerly 
known as the Towe Auto Museum) located at 2200 Front Street, 

Sacramento, California 95818. 

mailto:SMartin2@dtsc.ca.gov


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Site History and Background 

Between 1873 and 1930, PG&E and predecessor 
companies operated the MGP on the Site to 
supply the area with gas to light and heat local 
homes and businesses. After being maintained on 
standby through World War II and the 1950s, the 
MGP was demolished in 1961. 

Environmental investigations conducted in the 
1980s and 1990s identified contaminants of 
concern (COCs) typically associated with historical 
MGP operations, including BTEX (benzene, 
toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylenes) and PAHs 
(polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons). 

The PG&E Sacramento Site is located at 2000 Front Street, between 

Interstate 5 and the Sacramento River. Source: Google Earth Pro, 2011.
 

Remedial actions have already been conducted at 
the Site, including removal and disposal of  more 
than 70,000 tons of  soil, operation of  a soil vapor 
extraction and treatment system (SVETS), and 
continuing current operation of  a groundwater 
extraction and treatment system (GWETS). 
The SVETS was installed in 1999 to capture 
and remove COCs. The system was shut down 
in January 2007 because it was not operating 
efficiently and had a minimal effect on improving 
groundwater quality. 

The GWETS was installed in August 1995 to 
remove contaminated groundwater and treat it 
using granular activated carbon, an effective and 

widely used method of  groundwater cleanup. 
The GWETS was moved and modified in 2010 
following the shutdown of  a large groundwater 
production well called the Ranney Collector 
(described below). 

Why More Cleanup Is Needed 

More than 150 million gallons of  groundwater 
have been extracted and treated, resulting in the 
removal of  more than 200 pounds of  BTEX 
and 840 pounds of  PAHs. However, to remove 
enough COCs for DTSC to certify the Site as 
protective of  human health and the environment, 
the GWETS would need to operate continuously 

for an unreasonable number of  years 
(possibly several hundred years). 
Furthermore, hydraulic conditions 
impacting groundwater at the Site 
changed following decommissioning 
in 2009 of  the nearby Ranney 
Collector (a high yielding, large 
diameter pumping well that provided 
water for cooling buildings in 
downtown Sacramento), requiring 
a re-evaluation of  the groundwater 
remedial strategy. 

Evaluation of Remedial 

Alternative Enhancements
 

Several remedial technologies to  
enhance the current groundwater  
remediation strategy are identified 
and evaluated in the draft RAP. A 
range of  alternatives were selected 
for consideration: 

• Continued operation of  the GWETS 

• Operation of  an expanded GWETS 

• Installation of  a subsurface barrier 

• In-situ soil stabilization and solidification 
(ISSS) 

Based on DTSC’s review, ISSS is the 
recommended remedial alternative. When 
compared to the other alternatives, ISSS would 
require the least amount of  long-term monitoring 
and maintenance to remain protective of  human 
health and the environment, and would 
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be the most effective long-term solution. 
ISSS relies on solidification and 
stabilization of  soil and contaminants 
in place. 

Solidification and Stabilization 
involve using a large auger to blend 
and pump a mixture of  concrete and 
activated carbon into the ground where 
contaminants are located. The concrete 
mixture encapsulates the contamination, 
making it much less permeable than 
the surrounding soil. This reduces 
contaminant movement by decreasing 
the surface area exposed to groundwater. 
As the mixture is blended into the soil, 
the activated carbon chemically reacts 
with the contaminants to immobilize 
them in place. 

Before ISSS is performed, up to 12 feet 
of  clean soil will be removed from the 
areas of  the Site targeted for treatment. The soil 
will be stockpiled and reused at the Site, reducing 
the need for truck traffic on local roadways. The 
large auger will then be placed down into the 
excavation to inject and mix concrete and activated 
carbon with the soil. 

The depth of  the mixing should limit visibility, 
noise, and odor during construction. However, if 
monitoring indicates the presence of  odor or other 
health and safety concerns, steps will be taken to 
protect the surrounding community and on-site 
workers. For example, the auger can be equipped 
with a shroud or cover to prevent or reduce odors. 

Construction of  the ISSS remedy is estimated 
to take several months, and is planned to be 
completed within one construction season 
(spring, summer, and fall). Completion of  the 
ISSS will be followed by continued operation of 
the GWETS system and groundwater monitoring 
until the groundwater cleanup levels are achieved. 
Preliminary groundwater modeling indicates 
that the GWETS will need to operate for 
approximately 5 years following completion 
of  the ISSS. 

During in-situ solidification and stabilization, a large auger or multiple 
augers are used to mix concrete and activated carbon into soil at 
depths beyond the reach of conventional equipment. Contaminants 
are encapsulated and immobilized in place so they no longer affect 
groundwater in the area. Source: In Situ Treatment Technologies for Contaminated 
Soil, USEPA, 2006. 

Monitoring of  remedy performance will continue 
during and after construction is complete. Once 
the remedy is shown to be effective, remedial 
objectives achieved, and all appropriate controls 
are in place, DTSC will issue a certification. 

Next Steps in the Cleanup Process 

You are invited to review the draft RAP and 
provide comments on the draft RAP. Comments 
can be submitted by mail, email, or in person at the 
draft RAP public meeting, which will take place on 
Wednesday, May 18, 2011. 

At the end of  the public comment period, DTSC 
will review and consider public comments and 
make any necessary revisions to the draft RAP 
prior to adopting the final RAP. The final RAP will 
include a Response to Comments, which provides 
a response to each comment received from the 
public. Once adopted, the final RAP will be posted 
to DTSC’s “Envirostor” online database (see 
details on page 4). 
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Public Participation Plan 

For further information about the remedial 
decision making process and community outreach 
activities performed by DTSC and PG&E, 
please refer to the PG&E Sacramento Site Public 
Participation Plan (PPP) recently published and 
now available in the information repositories. 

The PPP summarizes issues and concerns of 
the community based on a community survey 
conducted in late 2010 and additional in-person 
community interviews in early 2011. The PPP 
also describes the range of  activities DTSC and 
PG&E use to keep the public informed, including 
providing opportunities for public involvement in 
the remedial decision making process. 

Where to Find Documents 

The draft RAP and other project documents are 
available at the locations listed below. 

Sacramento Public Library – Central Branch 
828 I Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 
(916) 264-2700 
Please call the library for hours 

In addition to the library repository, the complete 
project file is available at DTSC’s regional office: 

Dept of Toxic Substances Control – File Room 
8800 Cal Center Drive 
Sacramento, California 95826 
(916) 255-3758 
Please call for an appointment 
Monday through Friday – 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Technical reports and other information are also 
available on-line at DTSC’s website and 
document database: www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov. 

Notice to Hearing Impaired Individuals 
TDD users can obtain information about the 
Site by using the California State Relay Service at 
(888) 877-5378. Ask the representative to contact 
Marcus Simpson for the PG&E Sacramento Site. 

Below are the steps to navigate to DTSC’s 
Envirostor website and the draft RAP report: 

1.	 Go to www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov 
2.	 Select Site/Facility, search under Tools on 

left side of  page 
3.	 Enter PG&E and Site Code 34490048 
4.	 Click on Get Report 
5.	 Click on Report on left side of  page 
6.	 Select the Community Involvement tab or 

the Activites tab to find listings 
of  documents 

7.	 Scroll down to Project Related Docments 
8.	 Click on View Docs to open the document 

Who to Contact for Information 

We appreciate hearing from you and welcome 
your questions and concerns. If  you need more 
information or have questions regarding this fact 
sheet, the draft RAP, or the Site, please contact: 
Sam Martinez 
Project Manager 
Department of  Toxic Substances Control 
8800 Cal Center Drive 
Sacramento, California 95826 
(916) 255-6583 
SMartin2@dtsc.ca.gov 
For public participation questions, please contact: 
Marcus Simpson 
Public Participation Specialist 
Department of  Toxic Substances Control 
8800 Cal Center Drive 
Sacramento, California 95826 
(916) 255-6683, or toll free at 1-866-495-5651 
MSimpson@dtsc.ca.gov 
For media related questions, please contact: 
Jeanne Garcia 
Public Information Officer 
Department of  Toxic Substances Control 
9211 Oakdale Avenue 
Chatsworth, California 91311 
(818) 717-6573 
JGarcia1@dtsc.ca.gov 
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ANNUNCIO 
Si prefiere hablar con alguien en español acerca de ésta información, favor de llamar a Jesus Cruz, 
Departamento de Control de Substancias Tóxicas. El número de teléfono es (866) 495-5651. 

mailto:JGarcia1@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:MSimpson@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:SMartin2@dtsc.ca.gov
http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov
http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov
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