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PG&E work begins at old gas plant site 
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OROVILLE — For the next few months, people can expect to see some parking closures and heavy 

equipment as contractors for PG&E begin work on a project to remediate an old gas manufacturing 

plant site on Montgomery Street.  

Some preparation work will begin today and during the rest of the week.  

Drilling and other activity will start Monday and continue intermittently through early April, said 

PG&E spokesman Paul Moreno in a phone call Tuesday.  

The work is part of the utility's investigation toward cleaning up any environmental problems that 

may remain from the old plant.  

PG&E operated a manufactured gas plant at the site from 1878 to 1926.  

Moreno said the contractors will be collecting samples from the site. Depending on the results, the 

state Department of Toxic Substances Control will determine if cleanup work is need, he said.  

During the project, soil boring and soil gas probes will be installed with the use of truck-mounted 

rigs, to collect soil and gas samples within the public parking lot, the Centennial Cultural Center 

parking lot and within parking lanes along Huntoon Street, Moreno said.  

He said there will be traffic controls. Parking will not be allowed where construction activity is 

going on, Moreno said. Most of the work will be done between 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 

Friday.  

All borings will be filled after the work is complete, and general cleanup will be done at all areas 

involved.  

Notices from the Department of Toxic Substances Control have gone out to the city, businesses 

within two blocks of the work site, the Downtown Business Association, the Oroville Chamber of 

Commerce and the Butte Environmental Council.  

The state agency is overseeing the work and will be analyzing samples. For information, contact 

Department of Toxic Substances project manager Tedd Yargeau at 1-818-212-5340 or Veronica 

Lopez-Villasenor at 1-866-495-5651 (toll free) or 1-916-255-3651.  

Reach Barbara Arrigoni at 533-3136, barrigoni@orovillemr.com, or on Twitter @OMRBarbara. 
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