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The following data requests are being issued to PG&E.

QUESTION 06 (21)

Regarding the 2021 Wildfire Distribution Risk Model, explain why weather variables
averaged over a period (annually?) were used rather than peak values or values
measured or predicted at the time of historical ignition events.

ANSWER 06 (21)

As a planning model, the 2021 Wildfire Distribution Risk Model provides insights used to
develop annual mitigation plans. It is a model trained to predict where ignitions are more
likely to occur over the next year and not when they will occur. This is different than an
operational model that would be used for a PSPS event where the likelihood of ignition
for a forecasted weather pattern is the objective. For an operational model, peak
weather values play a significant role in developing predictions. However, when
modeling all ignitions over longer periods of time, prevailing wind speeds and directions
play a different role. As long as there are a similar number of wind events in similar
locations over time, the model is already accounting for wind impacts on annual
ignitions. However, the majority of ignitions are not caused by wind as 95% of outages
do not occur during NE wind days.
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