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QUESTION 015

Page 63 of PG&E’s response states, “For example, we have found certain splices (e.g.,
splices within two feet of an insulator, and number of splices per span) do not pose an
increased risk of ignition. Instead of issuing a non-ignition risk maintenance tag, the
splices are better addressed by the asset management team as they are a potential
indicator of a holistic asset health issue.”

a)
b)

c)

Describe how the asset management team will track splices if a maintenance tag is
not issued.

Describe the circumstances under which PG&E would repair splices that do not
pose an ignition risk, and therefore do not have a maintenance tag.

How does PG&E’s asset management team use splices as an indicator of “holistic
asset health” and under what circumstances does the asset management team take
action based on this indicator?

ANSWER 015

a)

As described in our response to the Revision Notice, we are analyzing the
information collected during inspections and comparing it to the actual failures. If we
find that certain conditions, such as splices within two feet of an insulator, are not a
good indicator of an actual failure, we will use one of the following options to
document the condition as an asset health notification: (1) record the notification as
a different priority EC tag (e.g., AH priority); or (2) record the notification as an ER
tag instead of an EC tag. ER tags are currently used to track proactive maintenance
work that are planned for future years (e.g., planned transformer replacements to
address asset health condition).

PG&E would address asset health conditions by bundling the work with planned
projects at the location. As described in response to subpart (c) below, asset health
conditions will be one of the inputs for prioritizing circuits for proactive replacements.
Once selected for replacement, all asset health conditions at the location will be
addressed as part of the replacement project.
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c) PG&E leverages the conductor composite model to determine which conductors
have the highest likelihood of failure. Asset health conditions such as “splices within
two feet” and the “number of splices in a span” will become an input data point for
the machine learning-based model to improve the risk prioritization of the conductor
asset base. The overall conductor asset health risk prioritization is then used as part
of the Integrated Grid Planning process to prioritize bundled circuit-based upgrades
of PG&E’s asset base.
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